
C.A.R.E. Winter 
WISH LIST 
Help C.A.R.E. cats and dogs 
celebrate the “howl-idays” with 
gifts of food, toys and supplies.
• Canned cat food (no fish)
•  Canned dog food (Pedigree 

brand) 
•  Supplies: bleach, dish soap, 

paper towels, copy paper 
• Soft dog treats 
•  Volunteers for C.A.R.E.  

special events

Leave a message on C.A.R.E.’s 
voicemail at 847–705–2653 for 
more information. 
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Will You Be Coming Home  
To Your Dogs Tonight?
Carrying key emergency contact information will help 
your pets be cared for if the unexpected happens.
by Susi Szeremy
Excerpted with permission from DogKnobit.com

In our bike accident, my husband suffered broken 
ribs, a broken clavicle, a punctured lung and torn 
rotator cuff, and I a concussion and small brain 
bleed (which, my dogs say, explains everything 
over the last three years). We’d been lucky in 
that my husband remained alert and was able 
to communicate with paramedics, as well as call 
our daughter. She took charge and split her time 
between caring for her wild and crazy parents and 
our pets. 
 But what if I’d been alone when I had the 
accident? What if I had lived alone? Who would 
have known that I had pets at home, let alone cared 
for them? I ask, because I can promise you that as I 
got on my road bike that morning, it never occurred 
to me that I wouldn’t be coming back. 
 I’ve learned a few things since our accident. If 
nothing else, I hope to prod you into thinking about 
a subject no one likes to think about: What if you 
don’t make it home tonight?
 EMTs, firefighters and emergency room 
personnel will always look for a victim’s 
identification, be it the ICE—“In Case Of 

Emergency”—entry 
on cell phones or ICE 
info tucked next to 
your driver’s license. If 
you’re unconscious, the 
ICE details may be the 
only way your family, 
friends, or neighbor is 
notified and your pets 
cared for. 
 Before the day is 
over, make sure your 
wallet or cell phone 
includes an ICE entry. 

Your ICE info should note 
the phone numbers of at least 
two people who have access to 
your home and are comfortable 
caring for your pets. If your 
smart phone requires a 
password, consider creating an 
emergency contact banner for 
the home screen.
 If you live alone, have few 
friends or family in the area or 
are new in town, engage a professional pet sitting 
service before you need one. Find a service with 
which you’re comfortable and tell them that you’d 
like to list them as a contact on your ICE list. Make 
sure your other ICE contacts are aware of the 
service so they can make reach out on your behalf. 
 Hide a key outside of your home and advise 
your ICE contacts of its location. If you opt for a 
professional service, choose a bonded agency that 
will keep a copy of your key on file. The hidden key 
should be accompanied by a slip of paper indicating 
where pet care instructions can be found. 
 Those detailed instructions should include:
	 •	 	Photos	of	each	pet	and	its	name;
	 •	 	Food–where	it’s	kept,	how	much	is	given	and	

how	often	pets	are	fed;	
 •	 	Medications;	
 •  Animal hospital contact information, plus a 

signed, dated note giving permission for the 
pet sitter to take your pet to your veterinarian 
in	an	emergency; 	

 •	 	Leash	or	pet	carrier	storage	locations;	
 •  List of pets’ favorite hiding places. Dogs and 

cats who feel stress, detect change, or are 
frightened will often hide. Where will that be? 
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Mark Your Calendar
HOLIDAY C.A.R.E. FAIRE
Saturday, Nov. 30, 2013
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Unitarian Church
1330 Ridge, Evanston

For more info:  
care-evanston.org/calendar.htmCont.on page 2
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C.A.R.E. MISSION 
STATEMENT

Community Animal Rescue Effort— 
an all-volunteer, nonprofit organization— 
serves Evanston and surrounding  
communities by fostering healthy,  
positive relationships between people  
and companion animals. 
C.A.R.E. PURSUES ITS MISSION BY:
•		Providing	for	Shelter	animals’	needs,	

including medical, food, behavior 
modification,	socialization	and	safety;

•		Placing	animals	in	safe,	healthy	 
environments;

•		Promoting	the	humane	treatment	 
of animals through community  
education;	and

•		Controlling	pet	overpopulation	
through spay/neuter and feral cat 
management programs.

 •  List of words you use to tell the dogs it’s 
time for a potty break, to go for a walk, or 
get into their crates. Little things are handy 
not only to the person helping your pets, but 
also to maintain some normalcy for the pets. 

Some people carry a personal thumb drive on 
their key chain containing ICE information, 
health alerts and pet care instructions. Others 
carry a MedicTag (medictag.com) that looks more 
like an emergency device and may be easier to 
spot by medical personnel. My own preference 

is the Road ID (roadid.com) wrist band. You can 
also create ICE tags for dog collars and also for 
your pets’ travel crates. 
 No one plans to have an accident, and few of 
us leave our homes thinking we won’t be coming 
back,	especially	if	it’s	a	quick	run	to	the	store	–	or	
a bike ride. Take a few minutes to prepare for your 
pets’	first	24	hours	without	you.	I	hope	you’ll	never	
need it. 

Will You Be Coming Home, cont. from page 1

For Further Reading 
Susi Szeremy, founder of DogKnobit.com, has been active in dog fancy since 1978 
and has written for Dogs in Review, the Gazette, Dog Fancy, Sight and Scent, NAIA 
and ShowSight magazines. As a Puli owner, she’s learned the importance of having 
a sense of humor in all things. Read Susi’s full ICE article at this link: http://tinyurl.
com/modvjqh

It’s hard to believe winter is practically here. Get out and enjoy the fall! And please mark your 
calendars	for	our	Holiday	C.A.R.E.	Faire	on	Saturday,	Nov.	30—two	days	after	Thanksgiving.	
We look forward to seeing our friends and C.A.R.E. alums. It’s a time we reflect on the many 
supporters who help us year round and give thanks for all you do for us.

We’d like to give special thanks to: 
	 •		Veterinarians:	Bramer	Animal	Hospital’s	Dr.	Katherine	Bellemy	and	Dr.	Elizabeth	Retseck,	

both who volunteer at C.A.R.E. on alternate weeks to help us look after our many cats and 
kittens. They save our feline medical volunteers hours of transport time, and we can’t thank 
them enough. 

	 •		Pet	supplies	stores	that	support	C.A.R.E.’s	efforts	to	feed	hungry	pets	at	the	Irving	Park	and	
Hillside	food	pantries:	Petco	in	Skokie	has	donated	more	than	1,000	pounds	of	cat	food	and	
500	pounds	of	dog	food,	along	with	flea	and	tick	products	and	Christmas	pet	items.	And	Pet	
Supplies	Plus	stores	in	Chicago,	Lincolnwood	and	Morton	Grove	,	which	regularly	donate	
food and treats.

	 •		Animal	hospitals	that	provide	our	vet	services	for	dogs	and	cats:	McCormick	Animal	
Hospital, Skokie Animal Hospital, and Animal Care Center in Chicago.  

Reaching	our	25th anniversary prompted us to reflect on C.A.R.E.’s mission and philosophy 
statement, which has at its core:
	 •		C.A.R.E.’s	belief	that	every	adoptable	pet	deserves	a	safe,	loving	forever	home;
	 •		C.A.R.E.’s	commitment	to	a	re-homing	approach	that	takes	into	consideration	the	needs	and	

expectations	of	the	community	and	adopters	we	serve	as	much	as	the	animals’	well	being;	and
	 •		C.A.R.E’s	emphasis	on	the	continual	improvement	of	the	quality	of	life	of	the	animals	in	our	

care by meeting their medical, emotional and physical needs on a daily basis through training, 
socialization, and mental stimulation, an ongoing process that increases their adoptability 
while helping to relieve the stress of shelter life. 

Thank you all for our successful fundraisers and your donations this year. Have a wonderful 
holiday season. Be kind to your pets and yourself.

Linda Gelb
C.A.R.E. President
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Holiday C.A.R.E. Faire
Everyone and their dogs are welcome at  
C.A.R.E.’s annual holiday extravaganza.
by Janice Cha

Be It Cold Weather Or Holidays–
Keep Your Pets Safe! 
by Janice Cha

Mark your calendars for C.A.R.E.’s highly 
anticipated, hugely entertaining, annual 
holiday	fund-raiser.
 The annual Holiday C.A.R.E. Faire 
promises to be an enjoyable outing for 
people and their pooches, taking place two 
days after Thanksgiving, on Saturday, Nov. 
30,	at	Evanston’s	Unitarian	Church,	1330	
Ridge	Ave.,	Evanston.	The	dog-friendly	
event	will	open	at	11	a.m.	and	run	through	
5	p.m.
 This year, attendees can look forward 
to the always impressive Cookie Walk, 
to which C.A.R.E. volunteers supply 
mountains of delicious baked goods. An 

array	of	pet-oriented	and	people-oriented	
vendor	tables	will	give	you	a	solid	head-start	
on holiday shopping. C.A.R.E.’s popular 
Raffle, Silent Auction, C.A.R.E. Booth 
and	the	Such-A-Deal	table	will	be	sure	to	
have things you need (or want). And best 
of all, your dog (or kids, or intrepid cat) will 
beg you for a photo with Santa, taken by 
professional photographer Bridget Gotz.
 The C.A.R.E. Faire serves as an 
important	shelter	fundraiser.	Proceeds	help	
us provide the vet care, food, supplies and 
educational	materials	needed	to	offer	world-
class care for our animals while we work to 
place them in their forever homes. 

’Tis the season for sensational smells, 
visitors and changing weather that can send 
pets	into	an	over-stimulated	frenzy.	A	few	
precautions on your pet’s behalf can keep 
the	winter	holidays	joyous	(and	vet-free).
	 •	 	As	temperatures	fall,	remember	that	

animals—just like people—suffer from 
prolonged	exposure	to	cold.	Sub-zero	
temps can lead to frostbite on nose, 
feet	and	ears.	Keep	outings	to	an	
appropriate length, and be alert for 
signs of discomfort.

	 •	 	Cat	and	puppy	owners	should	be	
especially mindful...tinsel and ribbon, 
if ingested, can cause intestinal 
blockage, stomach upset and much, 
much worse. Consider using natural 
ornaments such as pine cones and 

non-toxic	garlands.	
Be mindful of ribbons 
on wrapped gifts under 
the tree. 

	 •	 	Holiday	light	cords	can	deliver	a	fatal	
shock	to	cord-chewers.	Conceal	cords	
as much as possible. 

	 •	 	Turkey	or	other	poultry	bones	are	bad 
for pets because they can splinter and 
lodge in your pet’s throat. Make sure 
to dispose of them in a secure manner. 

	 •	 	Chocolate,	holiday	and	otherwise,	
should be kept well out of reach of 
dogs, especially the greedy ones who 
specialize	in	counter-	or	table-surfing.	

	 •	 	Holiday	floral	favorites	such	as	
poinsettia, holly and mistletoe can 
cause problems if ingested. 

Pets As Gifts?  
Just Say ‘No’!
C.A.R.E. wants to remind everyone that pets 
should never be given as gifts. Giving an 
animal risks hurting both the person and the 
animal. If the animal isn’t “the right one,” the 
recipient may feel guilty or angry. The animal 
will sense that something is wrong, become 
stressed, behave badly—and wind up at the 
shelter.
 Instead, bring your beloved to the shelter 
to meet their perfect match. Better yet, give 
them a home-made gift certificate for an 
adopted pet, and gift-wrap supplies for the 
future pet—food bowls, toys, and bed.

AVID-Chipped & 
Moving?  
Let C.A.R.E. Know!
C.A.R.E. urges all its pet adopters to give 
us your new contact information after you 
move so we can continue to serve as a 
link if your C.A.R.E. pet becomes lost. 
All C.A.R.E. animals are given an AVID 
microchip—a permanent ID that cannot be 
lost, altered or removed, making the chip a 
safe, inexpensive way find your pet in the 
event of loss or theft. (The AVID ID site 
offers full details on how microchips work: 
avidid.com.)
 If a stray C.A.R.E. animal is found, 
C.A.R.E. will be contacted. We will 
immediately reach out to you, the pet’s 
owner. So please keep us posted when you 
move. Simply email your animal’s shelter 
name and adoption date, plus your new 
contact phone and/or address, to news@
care-evanston.org, or mail C.A.R.E. a note to 
P.O. Box 1964, Evanston, 60202.

Join C.A.R.E.’s  
Social Network

 “Like” C.A.R.E. on Facebook to 
keep up to date with shelter news, 
events and pet care advice. 
facebook.com/CAREevanston 

Follow C.A.R.E. on Twitter for brief 
updates on shelter news and pet 
care tips. @CAREevanston
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Foster Homes Provide  
Shelter Animals’ Best Hope
C.A.R.E. seeks foster homes for our dogs and cats.
by Angela Love

VOLUNTEERS IN ACTION

One Picture Saves A Life
by Karin Williams

Animal shelters are loud, stressful 
places. Healthy animals begin to slide, 
behavior-wise,	within	two	weeks	of	
shelter confinement. Animals recovering 
from illness or injury, or those too young 
for adoption, are especially stressed. 
Shelter animals’ recovery times are always 
longer and the animals usually undergo 
complications, despite the facility’s best 
practices or volunteer dedication.
 By contrast, foster homes can provide 
good,	old-fashioned	TLC	to	help	shelter	
animals to recover and have better odds of 
adoption. 
 Take C.A.R.E. dog Snoop, for example. 
Snoop	came	to	the	shelter	in	July	2013	and	
was diagnosed with heartworm. Heartworm 
treatment takes about four months to 
complete and requires keeping the dog calm. 
Despite volunteers’ best efforts, Snoop’s 

stress caused him to lose weight and 
become dehydrated. After weeks 
of searching, an appropriate foster 
stepped forward for Snoop. She 
reported on her first night with 
Snoop, “he’s blissed out, crashed on 
the couch with his legs in the air.” In 
this	stress-free	environment,	Snoop	
will enjoy a speedy recovery and, we 
hope, a speedy adoption. 
 Aside from the challenge of Snoop’s 
lengthy recovery time, finding a foster 
parent for Snoop was difficult due to 
C.A.R.E.’s limited number of foster homes.   
 Recognizing this need, C.A.R.E. is 
working to build a dedicated force of foster 
volunteers. These volunteers must be able to 
commit to the time needed per animal—
usually two to four weeks, but sometimes 
longer depending on the reason the animal 

is being fostered.
 To learn more about becoming a 
foster parent, call C.A.R.E.’s voicemail 
at	(847)705-2653.	Leave	a	message	for	
Marsha if you’re interested in fostering 
cats, or Angela if you’re interested in dogs. 
You can also fill out a foster application at 
C.A.R.E. during adoption hours. 

When seeking that perfect animal 
companion, most people search websites 
where shelter pets and their photos can 
be found. Written descriptions tell you 
about each pet, but most often it’s an 
eye-catching	photo	that	draws	you	toward	
meeting your perfect match.
 Petfinder.com in August conducted a 
photo	workshop	called	“One	Picture	Saves	
A Life,” targeting shelter volunteers who 
photograph animals. C.A.R.E.’s own 
Therese	Dudek	and	Karin	Williams	were	
selected to represent Evanston’s shelter. The 
photo workshop was led by Seth Casteel, 
a professional animal photographer and 
author of Underwater Dogs. Chicago 
Animal Care & Control graciously hosted 
the event.
 As part of the workshop, each shelter 
in attendance received a package of tools 
essential to achieving that unique photo, 
starting	with	a	new	50mm	DSLR	camera.	
Seth	provided	a	step-by-step	process	when	
taking photos with this camera, followed 
by	hands-on	training	with	each	participant.	
One important tip was to focus the camera 
on the cat’s or dog’s eyes, creating a tight 

shot where the background is blurred and 
the	animal	takes	center-stage.
 Another helpful tool included in the 
package	was	Adobe	Photoshop’s	photo-
editing software, which allows you to 
remove imperfections in the picture (i.e. 
cat hairs on the blanket) or anything that 
detracts from the animal.
 All in all, a very big thank you to Seth 
Casteel,	Petfinder.com	and	Chicago	
Animal Care & Control for making 
this workshop a wonderful success and 
benefitting all of our local shelters. 

C.A.R.E. dog Snoop, partway through his three-month 
heartworm recovery program, is thriving in a foster 
home. 

C.A.R.E. cat alum Medewen was photographed by Shu 
He, one of C.A.R.E.’s many dedicated volunteers on the 
photography team.

C.A.R.E. Bake Sale: 
A Huge Success
Despite the overcast day and threat of 
rain, C.A.R.E. volunteers managed to sell 
nearly all their baked goods at the Evanston 
Farmer’s Market on October 5. More than 
$1,500 was raised on behalf of C.A.R.E. 
animals. Thank you to everyone who baked, 
volunteered their time and purchased treats 
from the C.A.R.E. booth that day!
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Understanding C.A.R.E.’s 
Pet Introduction Policies
Cupid’s arrow may have struck, but if the 
C.A.R.E. animal isn’t on the adoption list, 
here’s why you won’t be able to meet it.
by Gail Lovinger

It happens frequently—someone 
is passing the C.A.R.E. facility 
just as the dogs are being walked 
and Cupid’s arrow manages to 
score a direct hit. The car turns 
into the parking lot, and the 
person rushes in to adopt their 
new pet—only to learn that 
the dog is not available and we 
cannot introduce them at that 
time.
 C.A.R.E. volunteers are 
asked, “Can’t you just make an 
exception this one time?”
 While we understand 
the	would-be	adopters’	
disappointment, and although 
we’re committed to finding good 
homes for C.A.R.E. cats and 
dogs as quickly as possible, there 
are good reasons for not showing 
unavailable animals.
 Experience has taught us 
that once people meet a cat or 
dog, on some level they believe 
the animal is theirs. So when 

several different groups are 
shown an unavailable pet, 

we have multiple people 
believing they are 

entitled to the same 
pet the first day 

it’s available. The 
result: some 
people will be 
disappointed 

and believe 

that they weren’t treated fairly. 
(And yes, we have had fights 
break out in the lobby.)
 Also, it’s very possible that an 
owner will claim the pet. And 
finally, currently available animals 
who have been waiting for a 
home get overlooked.
 If C.A.R.E. adoption 
counselors make exceptions 
to this policy, we create a 
situation where the most 
persuasive potential adopters 
get preferential treatment and 
opportunities, which is not fair to 
the other potential adopters.
 What can you do if you see 
the pet of your dreams, or hear 
about a lovely C.A.R.E. animal? 
By all means, please stop in or 
call during adoption hours and 
we’ll be happy to let you know 
the animal’s status. We welcome 
your call or visit when the pet 
becomes available. 
 Not surprisingly, it’s usually 
the purebred or strikingly 
beautiful dogs and cats who 
enjoy this type of attention.
 Our dream is that one day, 
people will be begging for 
introductions to the skinny dog 
whose breed mix is anyone’s 
guess, trotting with one ear up 
and one ear flopped down and a 
big smile for everyone. 

The Christmas Miracle, or, Why Sometimes 
It’s A Good Thing When The Dog Gets Sick
Rewritten by Art Lum
(with apologies to Clement Clarke Moore)

’Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.
The presents were wrapped on the table with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.

The animals were nestled all snug in their beds.
But visions of chocolate bars danced in one’s head.
And Mamma in her kerchief, and I in my cap,
stepped out for a while to visit my pap.

When up on the table there arose such a clatter,
I wish I’d been there to see what was the matter.
Away flew the paper, Toby dug like a flash,
tore open the chocolate and gobbled the stash.

Upon our return as we gazed on the floor
came the sight of destruction and wreckage galore.
And much to our fear, as our eyes fell agog,
I found five missing chocolate bars and one very bad dog.

As Mamma called over so lively and quick,
“We must make him vomit so he doesn’t get sick!”
Hydrogen peroxide was poured down his throat
and I walked him in circles with my hat and my coat.

We hoped that the chocolate would come out of his tummy.
We didn’t know Toby would find them so yummy.
Inducing his vomit brought little this time
But the vet said that 21 ounces were fine.

When finding how much theobromine is toxic,
It’s one-pound-of-dog per one-ounce-of-milk chocolate.
As we fell in our beds we were somewhat relieved
that our sweet little dog had been granted reprieve.

A trip to the vet was avoided this time
And we figured our puppy would recover just fine.
And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the floor
The gagging and glopping of each little pour.

As I drew in my hand, and was turning around,
Down onto the floor did the chocolate abound.
It came out with a flood, if we liked it or not,
Our carpet was covered with chocolate and snot.

We got out the rags, got the vacuum and mop,
And we managed to clean up the soup and the slop.
His eyes – how they twinkled! his nose wet and merry!
His stomach was growling, a sound that was scary!

His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow.
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.

Toby spoke not a word, but went straight back to bed,
crawled onto his pillow, and no tears were shed.
And laying a finger aside of my nose,
I plopped down in bed and I started to doze.

Toby sprang from his sleep, as his nose gave a whistle,
And out came more spew like a rug-seeking missile.
But I heard him exclaim, as he ran out of sight,
“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night.”

Christmas Eve at the Lum house, 2008

Lum family dog Toby, a food-seeking Beagle mix, survived 
his Christmas chocolate raid and went on to live many 
more happy years.
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ALUMNI UPDATE

Angie’s Story
After two years at the shelter, a strong-willed tortie finds 
her forever home with a long-time C.A.R.E. volunteer.
by Jenny Abrahamian

Angie arrived back at C.A.R.E. 
in	2011,	a	give-up	by	the	family	
who’d adopted her from our 
shelter over four years prior. 
Her loud, bossy personality 
didn’t impress potential 
adopters. Angie’s reaction to 
meeting families in the small 
adoption room was to lash 

out aggressively. She quickly 
became stressed, gained weight, 
developed dandruff and had 
litter box accidents. And so she 
remained at C.A.R.E.
 One night this June, while 
looking at Angie’s paperwork 
I realized she had been at our 
shelter almost two years. I 
thought it might help to give 
her a vacation from cage life 
by fostering her—the extra 
attention, exercise and sunlight 

might make her more attractive 
to adopters. I set up an area in 
the back of my home that has 
stairs, windows and was separate 
from my other two cats.
 As soon as I brought her to 
my house, Angie blossomed. 
She ran out of the carrier and 
excitedly meowed at every 

corner of her new room. She 
loved the sun and would adjust 
her sleeping spot every hour to 
always be inside the sunbeam. 
She became a sucker for belly 
rubs and stretched out her arms 
for more. She was a total goof. 
She created a new sport I call 
under-couch	climbing,	where	
she	latched	herself	upside-down	
beneath the couch and scaled 
her way across to the other side. 
She jumped into the bathtub 

and cried when she 
couldn’t figure out how to 
get back out past the scary 
shower curtain—three 
times in one night. 
 As fun as it was to 
foster Angie, I felt I 
couldn’t adopt her due to her 
aggression toward my shy, senior 
cat. I reluctantly returned Angie 
to the shelter after a month, 
hoping someone would soon 
adopt her.
 Back at C.A.R.E., Angie 
became depressed and 
withdrawn. When I found out 
she bit a volunteer and was 
put	on	a	10-day	rabies	hold,	
I started to think seriously 
about whether I could keep her. 
The back room at my house is 
infinitely larger than her cage 
at the shelter. I could keep her 
separated from my other cats, 
and she would have plenty of 
space to live. I could try a very 
slow	cat	re-introduction,	over	
months or even a year. I decided 
to give it a shot.
	 On	September	20,	2013,	I	
officially adopted Angie. I am 
so happy to have her back. She 
brightens my day and makes 
me smile. She has the loudest 
purr, which starts from the first 
bear hug of every morning. 
The cats have been surprisingly 
accepting of the divided 

house arrangement. I have no 
intention of making Angie live 
in a shelter cage ever again.
 Just as with people, 
sometimes wonderful cats don’t 
take well to being shuffled 
between various shelters for 
most of their lives. I learned 
when I signed the papers that 
Angie has a microchip from 
Chicago’s	Anti-Cruelty	Society,	
meaning this was at least her 
third stint in a shelter. 
 Over time, we C.A.R.E. 
volunteers had come to know 
and love Angie for the amazing 
kitty that she is. When I 
brought her home I received 
an outpouring of support from 
people I’d never even met when 
they heard the news.
	 Unfortunately	for	cats	like	
Angie, many potential adopters 
expect an instant connection 
with the cat they meet in the 
adoption room. It takes time 
to develop a relationship, one 
that that will become far more 
fulfilling than we could ever 
imagine. Just ask Angie. 

Evanston Subaru’s Test-Drive  
Promotion Supports C.A.R.E.
Thanks to the 125 people who visited the Evanston Subaru in Skokie 
showroom this summer to test-drive the new 2014 Subaru Forester on 
behalf of Community Animal Rescue Effort. As part of a Chicagoland 
awareness campaign to help animal shelters, WTMX and Subaru of 
America pledged $25 for each 2014 Forester test-drive at local Subaru 
dealerships. Evanston Subaru far surpassed all other Subaru stores, 
securing $3,125 for C.A.R.E.
 C.A.R.E. representative Kari Kennedy accepted the donation, which 
will help in the day-to-day care of the cats and dogs C.A.R.E. places for 
adoption. “This program truly saves the lives of shelter animals,” Kari said. 
“We’re proud that Evanston Subaru and owner Rob Paddor chose C.A.R.E. 
as their partner.”
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PLEASE NOTE: C.A.R.E. makes every effort to accurately acknowledge the generosity of our donors. If we have erred, please email the 
correction to us at news@care-evanston.org. The correction will appear in the next issue of PawPrints. Thank you for your support. 

BENEFACTORS  
 ($5,000—$9,999)
Burt Family Foundation

GUARDIANS ($1,000—$4,999)
Crate and Barrel
Elizabeth Beidler Tisdahl Foundation

NURTURERS ($500—$999)
Evanston Subaru In Skokie
Susan Myler
Justin Pepper
United Airlines

CAREGIVERS ($250—$499)
Elizabeth Hennessey
Diane Kerfin
Lagusta’s Luscious

PROVIDERS ($100—$249)
Abbott Laboratories Employee 

Giving Campaign
Scott Allen Barber
Dr. & Mrs. Nevin Berglund
Adelaide A. Brooks
Gerald & Susan Canter
Margaret Chainski
Pinpet Choke Mok
Lynn Coe
William Dunlop
Vishnu Gaiha

Daniel & Jennifer Linzer
Sheila O’Brien
Michael Pettersen & Jan Marie 

Aramini
Marianne Roderick
Anne & Ray Tatalovich
Aviva Tauman
Wynn M. Taylor
Kim & John Taylor
United Health Group Dollars for 

Doers Program

FRIENDS (up to $100)
Allstate Giving Campaign
America’s Charities
Anonymous
Apple Matching Gift Program
Judith Bauman
Cathy Beederman
Cheri & Asher Beederman
Beth Emet the Free Synagogue
Steven & Colleen Bohar
Warren Brown
Alan & Sharon Butman
Walt Carrington
Mrs. Arthur B. Chuzum
Lois Cichowicz
Brien Comerford
Gale Cohen-DeMarco & Peter 

DeMarco

Kyle DeWolfe
Discover Financial Services 
Matching Funds

Shoshana Dorman
Cynthia Doucet
Elizabeth Drummond
Joan Festenstein
Margo & Richard Ford
Susan Forte
Linda Gelb
Anita Gewurz
Raymond & Lina Gomez
Andrea & Ellen Gordon
Deborah Graham
Miriam Greenblatt
Garry & Michele Grygotis
Beth Hafter
The Henley Family
Tracy Hodgson
Mark Holtzer
Janet & Tom Katz
Gayle Washlow Kaufman
Louise Keely
James & Paula Keifer
Jena Komosa
Gloria & Leonard Lappe
Lois Leslie
Neil Lizaso
Micheline Lorusso
Jennifer Lucansky
Andrea McDougall
Larry Merritt
Kathryn Mickle
Elenore Mueller
Bettie Fae Nusinow
Peggy Pecs
Dennis Penepacker
Michael & Vicky Perlman
Danielle Pickard
Ross Posner

Rachel Abbey & Misha Preheim
Marysue Redmann
Michael Renz
The Rosenfelds
Blanche & Stewart Rusnak
Linda Sanderson
Arona & George Sarfatty
Melissa Savage
David & Debbie Seiller
Richard & Joanne Thompson
Lynn Trautmann
Joyce Valentine
Adrian & Rachel Walters
Bobbi Weaver
Nanette White-Yong
WW Grainger
Ram & Sara Yogev

IN HONOR OF
Anonymous
in honor of Sharon Pawluczyk
Anonymous
in honor of Yoshi
Anonymous
in honor of Bina Frisch
Scott Allen Barber
in honor of Kristy Johnson and the good folks 
at SPEX.
Warren Brown
in honor of Minnie and in memory of Teddy, 
Tasha and all the loved ones who have gone 
before.
Burt Family Foundation
in honor of Leah Burt
Alan & Sharon Butman
in honor of Kindred Spirits: Share Siwek 
and Staff
Margaret Chainski
in honor of Elaine Purnell
Lynn Coe
in honor of the wedding of Tim Tucker & 
David Rappoport
Brien Comerford
in honor of All of God’s Creatures
Kyle DeWolfe
in honor of Ruthanne DeWolfe
Shoshana Dorman
in honor of Melanie Ross, our love and 
friendship forever
Cynthia Doucet
in honor of Seth Godin
William Dunlop
in honor of Brody & Galileo
Raymond & Lina Gomez
in honor of Elle’s Birthday
Andrea & Ellen Gordon
in honor of Tim & David’s Wedding
James & Paula Keifer
in honor of Bill & Jean McCain’s 50th 
Wedding Anniversary
Lagusta’s Luscious
in honor of Pauline Yearwood and C.A.R.E.
Andrea McDougall
in honor of Jeff Perper
Kathryn Mickle
in honor of Oreo, Sophie and Polly

“When we were planning my 60th birthday party, many people asked me 
what I wanted for my birthday,” writes Jan Chapin. “As a lifelong animal 
lover, I decided the dogs and cats at the Evanston Shelter, near my 
home, needed gifts more than I. The generosity of my family and friends 
was overwhelming. [They donated] travel crates, toys and all types of 
dog and cat food—more than 60 donations in all! My friend, a retired 
commander at the Evanston Police Department, always spoke very 
highly of C.A.R.E., so I wanted to support this animal rescue organization 
in my neighborhood.”

Elle, pictured here with C.A.R.E. 
dog Heidi, stopped by the 
shelter with her parents to 
donate items collected at her  
6th birthday party! Thanks Elle! 
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Sheila O’Brien
in honor of Her Royal Highness  
Virginia Mann
Justin Pepper
in honor of Christine Benn
Danielle Pickard
in honor of Polly Stilp
Ross Posner
in honor of Harry Kunkle
Michael Renz
in honor of Jilly
Blanche & Stewart Rusnak
in honor of Maurice Rusnak’s Birthday
Melissa Savage
in honor of Stephanie and Jack Knish
Wynn M. Taylor
in honor of Sheila Macomber
Lynn Trautmann
in honor of Dinah & Nancy Traver
United Airlines
in honor of Michael Gentile
United Health Group Dollars for 

Doers Program
in honor of Kelly O’Meara
Ram & Sara Yogev
in honor of DJ, adopted 20 years ago

IN MEMORY OF
Judith Bauman
in memory of Trooper Evans
Cheri & Asher Beederman
in memory of Gary Kleiman
Adelaide A. Brooks
in memory of Hannah Brooks
Joan Festenstein
in memory of beloved cat, Monty Buisseret
Joan Festenstein
in memory of Tallulah Greenbaum
Susan Forte
in memory of Gracie, Edgar & Abbie
Linda Gelb
in memory of Sadie Saley, loved companion
Anita Gewurz
in memory of Austen Masello

Beth Hafter
in memory of Timber McGrath
Janet & Tom Katz
in memory of Pete Tolford
Lois Leslie
in memory of Murphy Leslie
Daniel & Jennifer Linzer
in memory of Nick Linzer
Jennifer Lucansky
in memory of Grizzly Beecroft
The Monday Evening Wilmette 

Bookclub
in memory of Nancy Kincaid 
Bettie Fae Nusinow
in memory of Renee Nusinow
Peggy Pecs
in memory of Sarah Jane Bekun
Michael Pettersen &  

Jan Marie Aramini
in memory of Shadow Allan
Rachel Abbey & Misha Preheim
in memory of Aviva Milner-Gorvine
Marysue Redmann
in memory of Jeff Fischer
Marianne Roderick
in memory of Sammy and Shadow
The Rosenfelds
in memory of Weber Gryll
Arona & George Sarfatty
in memory of our special Spice Girl
Kim & John Taylor
in memory of Randy Walker
Bobbi Weaver
in memory of Lucky Alfred
WW Grainger
in memory of Patricia James

MATCHING FUNDS
Abbott Laboratories Employee 

Giving Campaign 
matching funds for Shana Peronti,  
Victoria Paradowski, Patrick Hayes, 
Alexander Marchut

PLEASE NOTE: C.A.R.E. makes every effort to accurately acknowledge the generosity of our donors. If we have erred, please email the 
correction to us at news@care-evanston.org. The correction will appear in the next issue of PawPrints. Thank you for your support. 

Earlier this year, Lagusta’s Luscious artisanal chocolates 
(lagustasluscious.com) partnered with Community Animal Rescue 
Effort and donated a portion of sales of Lagusta’s delectable Calico 
Crunch Cats to our shelter. The choice of cats was influenced by 
Lagusta’s mother Pauline, who has spent more than 10 years looking 
after C.A.R.E. felines. Thank you, Lagusta!

Allstate Giving Campaign
matching funds for Aleksandra Lederer
Apple Matching Gift Program 
matching funds for Cathy Beederman
Crate and Barrel
Matching funds of Strut for Strays money 
raised by the Crate and Barrel Corporate 
Volunteer Team
Discover Financial Services 

Matching Funds
matching Funds for Elizabeth Drummond

SHELTER SUPPLIES
Jonathan Beck
Jill Birschbach
Sigrid Brooks
Caring Club
Janice Chapin
Connie Fischbein
Greenbay Animal Hospital
Mary Groesch
Emily Hatton
Fran Horvath
Sarah Klusak
Iris Krieg
Janice Kulp
Mykhaylo Lubensky

Rachel Markle
Consuelo Parra
Anna Riley
Amy Roust
Salvation Army
Kurt Schwenk
Don Soalnad
Sheila Sullivan
Rachel Telson
Suzanne Torrey
Ayala Trumper
Eric Vickrey
Elizabeth Wimberg
Michael Wonka
Lisa Wright

SPECIAL
Beth Emet the Free Synagogue
Many thanks to students of Beit Sefer,  
who collected for C.A.R.E. as part of  
their tzedakah.
Evanston Subaru In Skokie
This outstanding Subaru dealership made a 
donation for each dog C.A.R.E. volunteers 
washed at their “Share the Love” Subaru  
Dog Wash. The dealership also donated 
generously to C.A.R.E. as part of its  
Forester Test Drive program.
David & Debbie Seiller
Many thanks to the Seillers for organizing 
Pet A Palooza at Westminster Place 
Presbyterian Homes.
Alice Walters
Many thanks to Alice, who donated her 
birthday money to C.A.R.E. dogs and cats.

At the end of August, C.A.R.E. received a lovely donation of dog toys 
and treats. What made it extra special is that Lucia G., pictured here 
with her brothers and sister (Lucia is on the far right holding the bag), 
asked her friends to donate items to C.A.R.E. animals for her 10th 
birthday instead of getting presents for herself.

Look for our new red tote bags 
for that will be available at C.A.R.E. 
fundraisers. For a $5 donation you 
can get your very own! Available 
at the Holiday C.A.R.E. Faire on 
Saturday, Nov. 30.
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Cat owners may think that a plastic box 
filled with litter in the laundry room is 
enough to make the cat happy. Sometimes 
you’re right, but sometimes you’re wrong. 
My motto is, no matter what I want 
regarding the type of litter, box placement or 
number of boxes, it’s ultimately what the cat 
wants that matters.
 A rule of thumb regarding the number 
of litter boxes is “one box per cat plus one 
more.”  That doesn’t mean you can position 
all	litter	boxes	in	the	same	place:	three	side-
by-side	litter	boxes	still	count	as	one	box	to	
your cats. 
 Here are a few tips on proper positioning 
boxes to keep your cats (and your rugs) 
happy:
	 •	 	If	you	have	multiple	cats,	put	litter	

boxes in different areas of your home. 
Choose spots that allow some privacy, 
but also allow the cat to leave or enter 
the box without being pounced on or 
blocked.  

	 •	 	Avoid	spots	prone	to	random,	loud	
noises, especially if yours is a sensitive 
kitty. 

	 •	 	Place	litter	boxes	on	each	level	of	
your home, especially when you have 
kittens so wrapped up in play they 
don’t have time to run down two 
flights of stairs, or for older cats who 
may have arthritis.

	 •	 	Some	cats	prefer	covered	boxes,	
others	won’t	go	near	one.	Multi-cat	
households may do better if some 
boxes are covered and some are open.  

	 •	 	And	while	you	may	prefer	scented	
litter, your cat probably does not. 
Scented litters can also aggravate 
asthma or respiratory ailments.

	 •	 	Try	several	types	of	litters	in	order	to	
find one your cat approves of. If you 
decide to change litter, gradually mix 
the new into the old.

Litter Box Lapses
If your cat should stop using the litter box, 
she’s trying to tell you something. The first 
step is always to get your kitty checked out 
at	the	vet	to	see	if	there	is	a	health-
related cause (such as a urinary tract 
infection, or maybe the cat has 
developed diarrhea). When cats 
feel discomfort using the litter box, 
they will seek out another place that 
maybe won’t cause pain. 
 Then consider if 
anything has changed 
in your home. 
Sometimes stress 
can cause a cat to 
eliminate outside the 
box. Have you gotten new 
furniture, or changed your 

schedule? Did you drop a skillet on the floor 
just as your cat was using the box? Things 
that seem minor to us can cause litter box 
phobia in your cat. 
 Is your kitty urinating by the door or 
front window? Cats are very territorial and 
urinating is their way of proving ownership.
 Finally, try your best to keep the boxes 
clean by scooping at least once per day. 
Some cats like to urinate in one box and 
defecate in another, and some cats won’t 
use a dirty box. Fortunately most kitties 
are pretty good about the whole thing, but 
every so often, you get a cat that can be a 
challenge. 

CAT HEALTH

Litter Box 101
Litter box location, contents and quantity can 
make a world of difference to your cat. 
by Diane Moe

ASK A DOG TRAINER

Indoor Dog Games To Ward Off Winter Blahs

Hide and Seek.	Put	your	dogs	in	a	down-
stay at one end of the house, then find a 
hiding spot. Call them once and wait. If 
they don’t locate you relatively quickly, 
whistle to keep them on your trail. When 
they find you, it should be a big party.
Find the Food.	Put	your	dogs	in	a	sit-stay	
and	hide	little	piles	of	kibble	(3-5	pieces)	
around the house. Then release the hounds. 
Food-motivated	dogs	get	really	excited	

about this game, and using their noses will 
tire them out mentally. The only caveat: 
remember where you hid the food so you 
can clean up whatever the dogs missed!
The Stairs Game. Stand at the bottom of 
the stairs, and have your dog sit next to 
you. Throw a toy to the top of the steps, 
release the dog to fetch it back. Repeat, 
and repeat again!

When	the	weather	outside	turns	frightful,	your	dogs	may	start	to	get	stir-crazy	without	
their normal outdoor interactive activity. Here are some easy indoor games to stimulate 
their heads and give them a little exercise, too.
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Home Wanted: Hazel
More than a year ago, tortoiseshell cat Hazel 
arrived at C.A.R.E. as a homeless, teenage 
mom with six young kittens. Hazel and 
her kittens—Alicia, Cecil, Camille, Kalinda, 
Kimbra and Neko—spent two months in 
foster care before returning to the shelter. 
While the kittens have long since found 
homes, beautiful Hazel still awaits her 
forever home. Could it be with you? Stop by 
C.A.R.E. to meet this special cat soon.

A huge C.A.R.E. “Thank You!” to everyone 
who took part in the Fall Dog Wash, held 
on a sunny day in early September on 
shelter	grounds.	Hard-working	C.A.R.E.	
volunteers	washed	142	during	the	five-hour	
event.	Professional	dog	groomers	Robyn	
Michaels and Marianne Maggi, along with 
vet	tech	Julia	Kahn,	clipped	90	sets	of	nails.	
And	the	Re-Tail	Market,	with	its	array	of	
new and gently used pet supplies, enjoyed a 
steady stream of shoppers. 
 In all, the September Dog Wash 
generated	nearly	$2,900	toward	C.A.R.E.’s	
operating	fund,	used	for	day-to-day	care	of	
shelter	animals.	That,	plus	the	$4,850	raised	
by two summer dog washes, brings the total 
raised	by	C.A.R.E.’s	2013	dog	washes	to	
about	$7,750.
 Thanks are due to C.A.R.E. supporters 
who	brought	in	their	dirty	dogs;	
hardworking C.A.R.E. and Justin Wynn 
volunteers	who	made	the	day	a	success;	
and photographers Lucas Anti and Julita 

Garbien, who found new angles and 
dramatic lighting to capture the dogs’ 
experiences. (Check C.A.R.E.’s website for 
a link to photos from the day.) 

A special shout-out goes to the  
Justin Wynn kids who helped us  
at the Fall Dog Wash.  
Thank you! 

The Justin Wynn Fund celebrates, honors 
and guides youth leaders of Evanston. 
The JWF mission is to help Wynners 
develop leadership skills and a deep 
sense of responsibility for improving their 
communities. www.wynners.org

Ryann Oakley
Lucy Mulvihill
Anne Hruska
Leah Goetz
Julia Wallace

Chris Wolfe
Thomas Fies
Mary Loftus
Matthew Anderson

Elaine Clemens, Director

C.A.R.E. NEWS 

Dirty Dogs Rally For C.A.R.E.
Summer dog washes add more than $7,000 toward  
shelter dog and cat care.
by Janice Cha

Photo Credits: Lucas Anti

C.A.R.E. Will 
Take Them Back
Sometimes pet adoption decisions can be 
compromised by unforeseen events. It could 
be that the cat’s or dog’s temperament has 
changed, personal issues have arisen, or a 
new baby has arrived…
 Whatever the reason, if you are no longer 
able to care for the dog or cat you adopted 
from C.A.R.E. — please bring the animal back 
to C.A.R.E. We will welcome the pet back 
and will continue to care for it as before. 
 Please call and leave a message at 
847–705–2653; identify yourself as a past 
adopter so we can help you immediately.

Use Correct Address To 
Help C.A.R.E. Animals
If you send donations to the Evanston 
Animal Shelter’s street address,  
C.A.R.E. (the shelter’s non-profit arm)  
may not receive it. 
 Please send donations payable to 
C.A.R.E. to this address: C.A.R.E., P.O. Box 
1964, Evanston, Illinois 60204. 
 Making your donation payable to 
C.A.R.E. will guarantee that your donation  
is tax-deductible and is put to work for  
the animals.
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C.A.R.E. ALUMNI UPDATE
Share	your	pet’s	story	with	PawPrints!	Email	recent	photos	and	a	brief	 

update	of	your	adopted	C.A.R.E.	pet	to	PawPrints	Editor,	at	janice@care-evanston.org.

PACO
When Mary & Peter 
Vaccarezza’s C.A.R.E. 
dog Payton passed 
away after a long, full 
life, the couple came 
back to the shelter 
when they were ready 
to adopt. “We were 
drawn to Greg—now 
Paco—with his unique 
features and coloring, 
and his friendly, 
responsive manners. 
We knew we were 
adopting a young, 
high-energy dog and 
we were ready for 

the challenge. “Paco’s still exuberant, but he’s 
settled down a bit since we first brought him 
home—in part thanks to obedience classes at 
The Barking Lot,” Mary says. “Paco loves to lie 
on his stomach with his back legs stretched out 
behind, like a frog. Paco is an active chewer, so 
we provide him with plenty of Nylabones, toys 
and balls. He likes to flip his soft toys up in the 
air like a pancake. We’re hoping to enjoy many 
years of companionship with Paco.”

CHELLY

In July, Anna Shatsman and her friend Amanda 
stopped by C.A.R.E. after work to meet cats. 
Amanda was smitten by C.A.R.E. Tortie Fancy, 
while Anna was intrigued by Davey, now Chelly. 
“His droopy eyes, goofy ears and long legs 
stole my heart,” Anna admits. “I loved how 
quick he was to respond to me, and his love for 
playing seemed perfect for what I wanted in a 
cat.” Three months later, “Chelly’s a total play 
machine,” Anna reports. “He gallops around my 
apartment like a maniac and likes to play hide-
and-seek with a twist: when you find him,  
he pounces! He’s also a cuddler. Whenever I  
sit or lie down, he’s right there, curled up  
in my lap. We’ve become a perfect match.  
Thank you, C.A.R.E.” 

PANDA

Panda was adopted in August by Pam, a friend 
of C.A.R.E. volunteer Marsha Niazmand. “Pam 
had recently undergone eye surgery and cannot 
drive, so she’s mostly homebound,” Marsha says. 
“Pam was longing for another dog—her previous 
dog Dixie died several months ago and she 
missed her greatly.” Black-and-white Shih Tzu 
Panda was happy to step up. “Panda seems to 
have landed in doggy heaven, as Pam is home 
most of the day,” Marsha adds. “Panda loves to 
sit next to Pam or follow her around the house, 
and the pair enjoys four walks daily. Pam is very 
fond of her Panda.”

FRED

It was love from the start for C.A.R.E. cat 
volunteer Nancy Traver. “The first time I saw 
Nero (now Fred), I immediately felt he was 
special. Nero was friendly, sweet, affectionate, 
and loved people as well as dogs. He had a 
wonderful face and great personality. I wanted 
to take him home,” Nancy recalls. However, 
they already had a 14-year-old shepherd mix, 
Sam, who did not like other dogs. Shortly after 
meeting Nero, Sam passed away unexpectedly. 
“Although we were very sad to lose Sam, we 
also wanted to help Nero. We confirmed that he 
was good with cats (we have three!), introduced 
him to our entire family, and then brought him to 
his forever home in northwest Evanston. These 
days Fred is the center of our family. Every 
morning Fred goes to Evanston’s Pooch Park to 
play, and spends every night sleeping with my 
15-year-old son. Fred is great!”

MIMI

When Catherine Feuerstein adopted 10-year-
old C.A.R.E. cat Mimi last year, she learned age 
is irrelevant. “Actually, I think getting to know an 
‘older’ cat is similar to discovering a new friend. 
Mimi lived four or five lives before entering my 
life,” Catherine says. “She’s since taught me a 
thing or two. Mimi got me onto a regular sleep 
schedule and limits my computer time by putting 
her needs first. Mimi has also taught me about 
TLC. She’s a loving cat who sleeps with her 
head on my shoulder. She softly touches her 
paw to my cheek and always, always wants to 
be as close to me as possible. Bringing Mimi 
into my life was a most wonderful thing I did for 
ME, and I think Mimi is happy too.”

FIBI

Shih Tzu Fibi (formerly Flora) arrived at C.A.R.E. 
as a stray—smelly, matted and stressed. When 
no one claimed her, C.A.R.E. volunteers clipped 
and manicured the little dog and put her up 
for adoption. “Fibi was still a little shaggy 
when I met her, but I knew she was the one at 
first glance,” recounts Janice Jaworski. “I had 
prepared for bringing her home but wasn’t ready 
for Fibi’s panic attacks whenever I tried to leave 
her. I borrowed baby gates, watched online 
videos about anxiety and had a lot of support 
from C.A.R.E. I enrolled Fibi in training classes 
and doggie daycare. Eventually Fibi transformed 
into a confident, affectionate dog. These days, 
Fibi still waits by the door for me when I’m gone, 
but there’s no panic—just a calm, loving ‘hi mom!’ 
when I return, and then she’s off to retrieve  
her treat.”
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